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International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme  

Language Policy 
 

School Mission Statement:Mountainside Middle School provides diverse educational opportunities 
that foster academic, social, and emotional growth, inspiring students to create their future in a global 
community. 
 
Policy Rationale: Students in the 21st century need the development of sophisticated communication and 
language skills as the  foundation of a comprehensive education program in order to successfully navigate in a 
complex global society.  Our language policy involves all pertinent standards from the MYP Standards and 
Practices; the Scottsdale  Unified School District Scope and Sequence; and the Arizona Language Arts 
Standards in Reading, Writing,  Speaking and Listening, and Viewing, and Presenting. We understand that 
proficiency in more than one language is instrumental to the success of our students throughout their lives.  

Philosophy: The Mountainside International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme serves a student 
population and  community with diverse language needs and experiences. We welcome these students and 
strive to create a  learning environment that validates and celebrates diverse language backgrounds. We also 
believe that our  Language and Literature program is central to learning in every curricular area and is critical 
to ensuring that our  students become independent, critical thinkers; lifelong learners and responsible citizens. 
To this end MMS and  its faculty:  

● Recognize that all teachers, regardless of content area, are in practice language 
teachers with  responsibilities in facilitating communication  

● Prepare all students to be fluent in English  
● Encourage students to pursue competency in multiple languages  
● Foster an environment where all languages and cultures are appreciated and 
valued ● Assist students in maintaining and developing their mother tongues 
whenever possible ● Utilize instructional materials that integrate multicultural and 
diverse perspectives  

Because different languages are spoken throughout the MMS extended community our students are 
encouraged to understand each other’s language and culture. We at Mountainside understand the 
power of  language and realize that what we say and how we say it directly affects our perceptions of 
one another.  Language lessons not only provide a medium for language acquisition; they also allow 
for holistic development  of individuals. Throughout their language studies, students address relevant 
issues and make links across  subject areas, allowing opportunities to learn a new language and 
further their understanding of their own  mother tongue, as well as foster a spirit of 
international-mindedness that inspires the characteristics of the IB  MYP Learner Profile.  

Profile: Students attending Mountainside Middle School represent a diversity of language needs and 
experiences. Some  of the populations we serve include:  

● Mother tongue English students with limited exposure to a second language  



 
● Mother tongue English students with some exposure to a second language through a primary or 

middle  school experience  
● Bilingual students who have acquired both mother tongue and English since birth 
● Bilingual students whose parents speak mother tongue only but are English proficient as a 

result of  attending school  
● Students who are proficient in mother tongue and speak little English  

Language Programs at Mountainside: Our goal is to help every student begin to become proficient in at 
least two languages. All students will use two  languages, but not all of them to the same extent. Students vary 
in their ability to learn a second language;  some achieve limited proficiency in their second language while 
others will become truly bilingual.  

Our program operates within the curricular framework of the International Baccalaureate and is 
guided by the  fundamental concepts of holistic learning, intercultural awareness and communication. 
Our program  encourages students to make links within and across subject groups. Students 
currently choose among  Mandarin, French and Spanish for their Language Acquisition content.  

Language and Literature is a rigorous, engaging curriculum taught in a way appropriate for students:  

● For whom English is their mother tongue or one of their mother tongues  
● Who have already reached native-speaker competency  
● For those still receiving EIS support  

Language Acquisition program affords students the opportunity to achieve proficiency in one or 
more second  languages in a way appropriate for students:  

● For whom French, Spanish, or Mandarin may not be one of their mother tongues  
● Who have not yet reached native or near native fluency in French, Spanish or 
Mandarin  
 

Mother Tongue Development: The development of language is central to the whole 
development of all cognitive skills in children. In general,  students with good mother tongue 
skills develop general language skills and thus improved skills in English. As  language is part 
of one’s identity, the recognition of mother tongue and the culture associated with it increase a 
child’s self-esteem and a general sense of well-being. Students who have a mother tongue not 
taught at the  school are taught in English, but their parents are encouraged to support their 
mother tongue studies as much  as possible at home.  

Mother Tongue Support occurs in the form of books available in multiple languages in the school 
library, and  dissemination of essential communication in the community's primary mother tongues. 
Translation services, in a  variety of mother tongues, are available for school proceeding to 
Mountainside families as needed. We also  have a native French, Spanish, and Mandarin speaker on 
campus who assist students and families with  transitioning to a new environment when required.  
 
English Language Learners (ELL) (EIS): Mountainside Middle School, along with all public 
schools in the state of Arizona, is required by law to adhere  to specific policy guidelines with students 
whose mother tongue is not English.  



 

In Arizona, students whose mother tongue is not English are classified as PHLOTE (Primary or 
Home Language  Other Than English) students. By law these students are required to demonstrate 
English proficiency on the  
AZELLA (Arizona English Language Learner Assessment) test adopted by the State Board of 
Education. Students  are administered the AZELLA test annually until they demonstrate proficiency, at 
which point they are  reclassified as FEP (Fluent English Proficient) students. While classified as 
PHLOTE, students are required to be  enrolled in an EIS (English Language Instructional Support) 
program.  

At MMS, PHLOTE students are provided English Language learning support through an EIS specialist 
on campus  who works with teachers, families and administration to develop Individualized Language 
Learning Plans (ILLP’s)  to help address the language needs of every ELL student on our campus.  

Because all subject area teachers are also considered language teachers, the state of Arizona 
requires every  teacher and administrator to become certified in Structured English Immersion (SEI). 
Teachers focus on those  language skills specific to their subject areas as well as best practices in 
instructional strategies for second  language learners.  

Language Teacher Training: All MYP Language and Literature and Language Acquisition teachers are 
qualified and appropriately certified in  their area of instruction; in addition, every Arizona school teacher must 
hold a certificate endorsement in SEI.  

Language Curricula: There are course syllabi for each Language and Literature, Spanish, Mandarin, and 
French courses, which include  content and assessment criteria. These course syllabi are intended to ensure 
continuity and development of the  courses offered at each level. However, in the context of true 
internationalism, we find variation in our second  language students. This variation differs from year to year 
and can be attributed to such circumstances as family  mobility and individual interest and ability level. 
Accommodating the language needs of our students is key to  their success, so each teacher aims to adapt his 
or her course syllabus appropriately.  

Language Assessment: Teachers regularly use formative and summative assessments to assist in the 
teaching and learning of both  Language and Literature and Language Acquisition students. Student’s 
language work is assessed using rubrics  aligned with subject specific IB MYP testing criteria. Students and 
parents are kept informed of student progress  through informal parent/teacher meetings and our on-line grade 
book. Assessment in language, as is true of all  other subject areas within the school, is carried out in 
accordance with the Scottsdale Unified School District’s  assessment policy and the MMS school handbook. 
These guidelines follow the general principles of the IB MYP  Program, the SUSD Scope and Sequence, as 
well as the Arizona State Academic Standards.  

Communication of Policy: Teachers and administrators are responsible for implementing the language 
policy. However, each year a  committee made up of district officials, teachers, administrators, 
students and parents will be responsible for  evaluating and reviewing the policy. Their responsibility 
will be to make sure the policy is up to date with the  best practices in the teaching field and to make 
sure that the language policy is relevant and fair for all  students. In regards to the IB MYP program, 
the MYP coordinators will discuss with new teachers to the  program how our IB MYP program 



 
implements this language policy. Also, veteran teachers in the different  subject areas will assist new 
teachers and explain how this policy applies to their specific field. Teachers will be  encouraged to 
share the policy with their students and parents, and a copy of the language policy will be  posted on 
the school website. 


